
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

               Being Set Ablaze 
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Our New Prague Area Catholic                     

Community parish mission: 

We are a Catholic community forming 

disciples of Jesus Christ dedicated to 

loving God through our worship, 

sharing the Good News, and loving 

service to others. 

 

 

     

A few years ago I was helping the second 

graders at St. Wenceslaus School memorize 

their prayers.  That day’s lesson included, 

“Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your 

faithful, and kindle in them the fire of Your 

love.”  
 

    I asked each one if they knew what kindle 

meant.  What do you think…no, they didn’t.  

When I asked if they had ever had a bonfire, 

indeed they had.  Then we talked about what 

happens when the flames are dying down, and 

someone takes a stick and shakes up the fire.  

The flame burns brighter, sparks fly, and the 

bonfire comes even more alive.  
 

    How easy it is for us to let the flame of the 

Holy Spirit die down within us.  It has been 

part of us since our Baptism, affirmed and 

enhanced by our Confirmation.  We can draw 

on the warmth of that Holy Spirit to help us 

make wise decisions, find the right words for 

a situation or simply find peace in the midst 

of our chaos.  Do we remember that the Holy 

Spirit is there within us, waiting for us to ask 

for help?   

 

    Just as a bonfire needs to be stoked and 

have more branches added, we are able to 

nourish the Holy Spirit within us through our 

prayers, receiving the sacraments, or simply 

taking quiet time to be more aware of the gift 

we have been given.  Can you imagine getting 

a beautifully wrapped birthday gift and never 

opening it? 

 

Pentecost is near…                                       

may your flame burn brightly.  

                                    Ann Schoenbauer 

                  

 

 

          Living our Life in the Spirit  

We can relate to Jesus on the human level. 

Creation surrounds and sustains us, so thinking 

of the Father as the Creator gives us something 

to hold on to. The Spirit is like the wind. We 

can’t hold on to the wind and we can’t see it, yet 

we can harness its energy. How can we 

experience the action of the Spirit in our lives?  

Here are four steps that might be helpful: 

 

-Ask. Ask to be open to the Spirit and expect that 

God will honor that prayer.”Come, Holy Spirit.” 

-Listen. Take time to listen with your heart to the 

words of the Gospel, a word from a friend or a 

homily, an idea that takes shape in your mind. 

Try sitting in silence and let inspiration take 

shape. 

-Discern. Does what you are hearing align with 

what Jesus tells us in scripture, especially with 

the law of love, which is the first commandment? 

Does it give you a sense of peace and is it in 

harmony with the guidance of the Church? 

-Act. The Spirit impels us to action, in word or 

deed, action that makes the world a better place 

and God’s love more present to those around us.  

               Come, Holy Spirit! 
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